
CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD
SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION

ORDER NO. 94-147
NPDES NO. CA000491 0

WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS FOR:

THE DOW CHEMICAL COMPANY
WESTERN DIVISION, PITTSBURG PLANT
PITTSBURG, CONTRA COSTA COUNTY

The California Regional Water Quality Control Board, San Francisco Bay Region (hereinafter
called the Board). finds that:

1. The Dow Chemical Company, Western Division (hereinafter called the discharger). by
application (Report of Waste Discharge) dated January 14, 1994, and subsequent
amendment dated March 2, 1994, has applied for reissuance of National Pollutant
Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit No. CA000491 O.

2. The discharge is currently governed by Waste Discharge Requirements specified in
Order No. 89-093, as amended by Order Nos. 90-151 and 91-090.

3. The discharger manufactures agricultural chemicals, fumigants, fungicides, carbon
tetrachloride, hydrochloric acid, latex, and plastics. The discharger also conducts
chemical development research, treats raw water for process uses, and generates
both electricity and steam at the discharger's Pittsburg Plant. The discharger
discharges non-process wastewater streams, treated groundwater from remediation
projects, storm water runoff from areas associated with industrial activity, and other
wastes as described below to New York Slough, a water of the United States.

4. The USEPA and the Board have classified this discharger as a major discharger.

5. The Report of Waste Discharge and recent self-monitoring reports describe the
discharges as follows:

a. Waste 001 consists of reverse osmosis reject (or brine), various sitewide non­
contact cooling tower blowdown streams, power plant boiler blowdown including
non-contact condensate return, canal water treatment reject streams such as
supernatant from clarifier bottoms and filter backwash, and storm water from
process affected areas. The average discharge rate is 0.2 million gallons per day
(MGD), and the maximum is 0.5 MGD. The waste is neutralized in tanks,
combined in-line with Waste 003 (described below). and then discharged through
an outfall into New York Slough at a point approximately 100 feet offshore at a
depth of 25 feet (Lat. 38'01'48", Long. 121'51'07").

b. Waste 003 consists of treated wastewater from the groundwater treatment plant.
Treatment consists of filtration, followed by two granular activated carbon beds






























































